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@ PHILLIS WHEATLEY

Phillis Wheatley was a young African-American slave
transported from the Gambia to Boston. In 1773, aged
nineteen, Phillis travelled to
England for the sake of her

health. Here her friends arranged for the

publication of a book of her poems.

While in England she stayed for a week

with the Thorntons and subsequently

negotiated her freedom from slavery.

She returned to America and died in

poverty aged only 31. She is

remembered as the mother of African-

American letters.

TEMPERANCE BILLIARD HALL

The building at 47 Clapham High Street, was
originally a
Temperance Billiard -
Hall, built at the

height of the “Temperance

Movement” in order

to provide an alternative to

pubs bars and other alcohol

based entertainment

venues. By 1939 there were

around 50 billiard halls

across London. It has been

the offices of Moxley

Architects since 1988.

- NOEL COWARD

Heading back towards the High Street to 50 Clapham
Common Southside where the
actor and playwright Noel j e
Coward lived from 1912 with his 3
family, who rented the top two floors. f\
This Happy Breed is a play and later a
film by Coward written in 1939 and
concerns the working class Gibbons
family living in Clapham and explores
post WW1 national reconstruction.
Coward describes Clapham as ‘lively
on Saturday night when the shops
stayed open until midnight.

- AIR RAID SHELTER
After the bombings of 1940 the Government decided
to construct a system of deep bomb shelters. Each
shelter comprises of two parallel tubes 16 foot in
diameter and 1,600 feet :
long. The one in the centre of '
Clapham High Street is now - \
home to Zero Carbon Farms, [CRE SN o
where food is grown in the e =t
tunnels. The shelter near to y
Clapham South Tube Station
housed the first West Indian
migrants from the Empire

Windrush, providing affordable
lodgings in the area.

WILBERFORCE & THE CLAPHAM SECT

The blue plaque is located on Holy Trinity Church.

The Clapham Sect were a group of prominent

individuals who worshipped at the Church at the

end of the 18th Century. Under their influence
Clapham became a centre of evangelism and they
combined their efforts to exert
pressure on the government. The
group were credited with the
foundation of several missionary
and tract societies and were
instrumental in the abolition of
slavery. William Wilberforce was the
MP for Yorkshire and amongst one
of the most prominent members of
the Sect.
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GRAHAM GREEN

A blue plaque honouring Graham Greene can be
found at 14 Clapham Common Northside. Greene
was an English novelist and author regarded as one
of the greatest writers of the 20th century. He lived
on Northside from 1935 until

he was forced to leave due to bomb

damage in 1940. His novel the End of

the Affair is set in Clapham in 1945-6.

The narrator lives in a bedsit ‘at the

wrong side of the Common’ (South

Side), drinks in the ‘Pontefract Arms’

(The Windmill) and visits ‘the dark

church at the corner of Park Road — a

Roman Catholic church full of plaster

statues’ (St Mary’s).

THE CLOCK TOWER

The Clock Tower on
Clapham High Street was
unveiled at a ceremony
on 19th July 1906. The
Clock Tower was given to the
Parish of Clapham by Alexander
Glegg, Mayor of Wandsworth.
The tower was dismantled and
rebuilt when the new ticket hall
in Clapham Common Tube
Station was built below it.

ZACHARY MCCAULAY

Across the road at number 5 The Pavement is a
plaque to Zachary Macaulay (1768 —1838) who was
a statistician, one of the
founders of London
University, an antislavery activist
and governor of Sierra Leone, the
British colony for freed slaves. His
son Thomas Babington Macaulay,
(1800 — 1859) was a British
historian and Whig politician and
held political office in the UK. His
books on British history have been
hailed as literary masterpieces.
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Live music, comedy, theatre, art
exhibitions and markets. You can find
it all in the Clapham What’s On Guide.
Scan the QR code or visit —

www.thisisclapham.co.uk/events

CLAPHRHAM

~ Offers ~
EAT

Happy Hours, Kids Eat Free, Bottomless
Brunch and a whole lot more. Check out
the latest offers from business in
Clapham. Scan the QR code or visit -

www.thisisclapham.co.uk/sw4-offers/




CHARLES BARRY

At 32 Clapham Common Northside there is a blue

plaque honouring

Charles Barry 1795 —

1860, an architect best
known for his role in designing
the Houses of Parliament
during the mid-19th century
following a design competition.
He also designed Trafalgar
Square, The Cabinet office and
Halifax Town Hall.

EDVARD GRIEG

Edvard Hagerup Grieg (1843 — 1907) was a

Norwegian composer and

pianist. He is considered

one of the leading Romantic
era composers. His use and
development of Norwegian folk
music in his own compositions put
the music of Norway in the
international spectrum, as well as
helping develop a national
identity. A blue plague can be found
at 47 Clapham Common Northside
where he stayed when performing
in London.

NATSUME SOSEKI

Heading back towards Clapham, on the left is a road

called The Chase, where Natsume Soseki lived and a blue

plaque can be found at number

81. Soseki was a Japanese novelist
best known for his novels Kokoro, Botchan
and I Am a Cat. He was sent to study
English literature in London by the
Japanese Government between 1901 and
1903. He lived in four different lodgings,
the last of which in Clapham was the only
one he considered satisfactory. Between
1984 and 2004, his portrait appeared on
the Japanese 1000 yen note.

ANGELA CARTER

On the same road at number 107 there is a blue plaque to

writer Angela Carter. Angela

Carter was an English

novelist, short story writer
and journalist, known for her
feminist, magical realism, and
picaresque works. In 2008, The Times
ranked Carter tenth in their list of
“The 50 greatest British writers since
1945.” In 2018 a documentary about
her life called Of Wolves and Women
was shown on BBC2.

AFRICAN ACADEMY

The next stop on the tour is 8 Rectory Grove, back
towards Clapham 0ld Town. the original home of the
African Academy. The Academy was set up by
Zachary Macaulay and moved to 14 Clapham
Common North Side. It
provided an education for
free Africans from Sierra
Leone who were then to
return to their land as
missionaries. The Clapham
Baptism Register for 1802
shows that the Academy
included the sons of local
kings and tribal rulers.

VIVIENNE WESTWOOD

Vivienne Westwood and Malcolm McLaren's

collaborative life in Clapham is where they began

their fashion and artistic partnership, ultimately

shaping the British punk scene. Westwood’s
innovative designs challenged norms, blending politics with
style, while McClaren was managing punk band The Sex
Pistols, who recorded their
first songs at the Majestic
Cinema (see no.5). Her time
in Clapham marked the
beginning of a career that
would revolutionize fashion.
Her last address in Clapham
was at number 43 Clapham
Old Town.

THE OLD FIRE STATION

The tour ends at The 0ld Fire Station, located at 33

The Pavement. It was

constructed in 1868 as

a Fire Station to service
the new publicly funded
Metropolitan Fire Brigade. It
was designed by Edward Cresy
and was one of 26 fires
stations built across London
and served the area for 34
years. It is only one of three of
Cresy’s fire stations that still
exist today.

Order an A3 print of the Clapham
Cultural Map by Jenni Sparks or a fair
trade cotton shopping bag featuring
Jenni’s illustrations. Scan the QR code
to buy online or visit-

https://www.thisisclapham.co.uk/shop/
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Thank you for picking up a copy of our free Clapham Walking Guide. The guide is a walking tour that
begins at The Landor Pub on Landor Road. It will take you along Clapham High Street and past Clapham
Common Tube Station, where you should take a left turn onto Crescent Lane and onto Worsopp Drive to
view the Orangery.

Walk back towards the High Street across the Common towards The Pavement, taking in Trinity Church
and onto Clapham Common Northside to view various Blue Plaques. Turn down The Chase to see the
Blue Plaques of Angel2 Carter and Natsume Soseki and then head towards Rectory Grove and back
towards Clapham Cor. f aon where the tour concludes in the Clapham old Town Piazza.

For more detailed inf@nation about some of the people and places identified in this tour and their
locations, scan the QRffode.
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CLAPHAM BOOKS

May Contain Nuts by John O’Farrell
Capital by John Lancaster

End of the Affair by Graham Greene
Clapham lights by Tom Canty

Fu Mancho by Sax Rohmer

Home by Julie Myerson

The Orphans by Annemarie Neary

The New Mrs Clifton by Elizabeth Buchan
The Midnight Man by Julie Anderson



